MJ’s Top Ten Tips

National Board Certification in Library-Media

1. Print out the Standards, Instructions for Portfolio Guide, Assessment Center activities, and Scoring Guide.  Read once.  Read again and Highlight what you do currently.  Read a 3rd time and highlight what you need to do.

2. Think about what currently works in your program.  Which Classrooms do you have best working relationship with, you will be working with teachers in a way few of us ever do.  Decide if any current units can be tweaked to improve them for National Board.

3. Get yourself organized.  It is key.  By binders and/or folders for each Portfolio Entry.  Print fresh copy of Standards, Scoring guide and put them with each entry.  You will add writing and notes as you work.

4. Map out when you plan to do each unit.  Include time each week.  Building in rewards for your self.  Build in sometime to work out.  

5. Have fun with Family. Arrange for extra childcare and play dates. 

6. Start reading & listening to Award winning books. This will help with Assessment Center Activities. Concentrate on those that could be attached to curriculum. (Best books for college students, YA Award Winners, Caldecott, Newberry).

7.  Find a Mentor in Library Media to read for you.

8. Find a Cohort group to join for added support.

9. Check on Video Recording equipment see if you can find a mic you can where or place on table with students.

10. Join the Library Media NB group on Yahoo.       http://groups.yahoo.com/group/librarymedia/ It will instantly connect you with other NBCT’s and Candidates.
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