


Ȱ7ÈÁÔΎÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Á ÆÉÎÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ 
if you haven't got a tolerable 
ÐÌÁÎÅÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÉÔ ÏÎȩȱ

- Henry David Thoreau



Triple Bottom Line

ÅEnvironmental Benefits

ÅSocial Benefits 

ÅEconomic Benefits

Å(or planet, people, profit)



Buildings and the Environment
Buildings represent 48% of all 
energy use in the United States

Buildings represent 76% of all 
electricity use

* Data provided by PSA Dewberry¼BCA



Buildings and People
ω ¢ƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ¦{ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
spends 90 percent of time 
indoors

ωLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƛŎƪ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
decreased productivity are 
demonstrated to occur in 
buildings with poor 
ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴΧ άǎƛŎƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜέ

ω LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ƙŀǎ 
been shown to increase 
attention span and stimulate 
productivity and learning



Buildings and Saving Money

ωLower operational costs (long term 
return on investment) ς

Åless artificial heating, cooling, 
lighting, and ventilation, water 
consumption, etc.

ÅSomelower construction costs (more 
immediate return on investment) ς

ÅUsing local materials ςlower 
transportation costs
ÅGreen building produces less waste



Ultimately it was not a single 
decision, but thousands of 
little decisions that made our 
library green.



Sustainable Design

Building design that seeks to reduce negative 
impacts on the environment and promote the 
health and wellbeing of building occupants.



LEED® Certification
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

The LEED® green 
building rating system 
was developed and is 
administered by the U.S. 
Green Building Council, 
a Washington D.C.-
based, nonprofit 
coalition of building 
industry leaders
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Green Features

·Extensive use of natural 
light/lighting controls

·Meeting room chairs made 
from recycled seatbelts and 
car batteries

·Cork flooring in Quiet 
Reading Room and study 
rooms

·Bamboo flooring in café area 
and bamboo paneling in 
board room



Green Features

ÅLow VOC paint, sealants and adhesives
ÅRecycled content in carpet and carpet padding
ÅBike racks
ÅDual-flush toilets
ÅXLERATOR®hand dryers


